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“may suppose, all the “house’- peokee “Angle 
© come about the agency is that “we... the sec 
have to do it becatise the other side > :up” el 
“is doing it’’(a premise happily not exile tb 
- applied in the potential cases of imitat- . nated : 
ing Soviet footware or restaurant serv- * -uprisin 
“-iee), The natural American corollary, —” layed’r 
to which the authors are not immune, ~ 
is. that if the Soviet Union is doing it, * 
“then we should do it better. That, in. 
“ brief, is the history of postwar Ameri-.::~ 
can “intelligence operations also as 
elated by Mr.. Cline~ ‘and Mr... Smith. 
- Their vantage ‘points are quite dif- 
erent. Smith, a, product of Uarrisburg, °°. 
Pa., Harvard. and continually frustrat- -- 

ed ambition, was: in - covert opera- 2 by Clir 
tions from 1951.te 1973, mainly in 
Asia and Latin America, Cline, a native 
f.-Ilinois’ who ‘won.: ‘ scholarships. to 
Harvard -and Oxford, was largely in 
/overt operations as an analyst, synthe- 
». sizer and-_estimator of. intelligence, 
Their books: could-n¢ be more dissimi- 


‘Blueprint of the pees €. KA. 
eae ~, By Ray 8. Cline 


ganda work ‘in connection with the | 
& Bay-of Pigs invasion,he writes: “one. 
“effect, a short history of the C.LA. <2 of the ironies of -the. Bay of Pigs,.- 
+.combined with autobiographical narra- C.LA.’s greatest fidsco, was that so. 
“tive. He interprets events, analyzes bu- * “few of the agency’s professional staff: 
-reaucratic structures ‘and ~. makes ‘knew anything about. the preparation * 
roposals for improving, the. American i i 
intelligence services. ple 
Smith, the operative” ie ‘written a 
; child’s guide to covert action: the pur- 
chase of local newsmen a8. agency 
“assets,” the clandestine manufacture 
of . propaganda, ~ the - interruption “of 
“enemy actions, the swinging of elec- 
tions, the involvement.in coups.. His. 
-tale-is complete autobiography, often 


Gling. the. scholar, has aes in 


By ieee Burkholder Smith. 
.- 448 pp. New York: - 


knew practically everything.” ~~ Bae 

“ Later he complains that he was. oi 
made privy to “the mess of bickering” » 
among ‘contending ( Cuban exile leaders, 
which was atso germane to his work. 
At another point Smith arrives in Cara-’ ; 
cas on assignment from one of his cov-~ 
ert superiors only to learn that another - 
stastefully sordid and self-pitying, ‘. superior had countermanded the. task, © 
“1am ‘told that ‘Cline went ‘through tz leading. to his being ‘greeted by the * 
ee bate : : the. “proper* motions”‘of. clearing’ chig ‘2Station chief with: “What the aie are > 
sr~“under pressure.from the White ~ ‘manuscript with the agency so as not ".: yourdoing here? Defying me?” 
“louse.” Nevertheless, there it is, with “to be in violation. of the secrecy oath- °°: At: the higher. level ‘there is Raye 
vour favorite all-time American: spies, = he swore on becoming an intelligénce “ ‘Cline’s. sad tale of “national estimates” - 
Washington, Jefferson;- Hamilton and =: officer: Smith,” on the- ‘other hand, | of. Soviet objectives growing from a : 
action” groupe, pdeaciget Lannie caused some heartburn” at'the C.LA. *, modest’and readable.25 pages in 1950 
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and “counterintelligence." The Amert “to ‘something more eee to ee 
ran Revolution as an. xercise in espio- : 


ee By DAVID BINDER 


3 you can get past. the gate “of. the: 
Inited | States . Central . Intelligence 
‘gency headquarters. you. might ,be- 
-ble to pick up @ copy of the C.LA.'s 
zontribution to. the : Bicentennial, a. 
Aick red-white-and-blue booklet about 
"200 years of American intelligence,’ | 
4 spokesman claizns it -wag put togeth-: 


: ES a spokesman said. . 


hese: “two *books “about * intelligence, ° me “ gerice S chiefs Ohad bs the sheer vol-": Es 
vand the common: ‘thread, is the igno-: > aL 
nee—the. institutionally proclaimed 
-and ‘ maintained -ignorance—that "has. 
separated the overt.from the ‘covert: 
“and some of the scovert tom 


seems to be a lot of. kid stuff in th 
agency’s frat house jargon and. Boy. 
Scout... patriotism—something infinite- - 
ly sad pervades books about the C. TA. 

dncluding the two under.review. Sad; 
I suppose, because.ne matter - how : 
many. flags they raise and lower at - 
CLA... headquarters,- no. matter how - 
many stars they chisel into the marble. 
of the entry hall.to. commemorate fallen. 2 
intelligence heroes, spying. is somehow 
basically “repugiiant . to ‘ Americans—. 
even “clean” spying “with reconnais 
Sance — satellites . and _doubl ved 
analysts. With Beaumont and Fletcher, 3 ership.” Cline relates his “amazement” 


aa aL iantinnw he tha! 


For. ‘Intelligence. buffs - ‘and. ‘students 
certain. aspects of. modem history >; 
here aré passages in both books that -; 
nlighten hs well as entertain. For the © 
ime being, ‘Cline’s: is also the~ most -; 
uthoritative book on’ what He calls. 
-veracity of a copy-ef Nikita Khrush- ‘the essential .C.1.A." and-for under- ” 
‘chev’s famous.February’ 1956 secret standing-the complex elements that ; 
ispeech.; denounchrig:. the - crimes - of <iomake up “modern intelligence produc- 3 
‘Stalin,- and of obtaining its-release-to.” ‘tion, processing and distribution, 2°05 
he press so that “the world’ would °:2-~Perhaps both Smith and-Cline-make : 
‘be treated to ans spectacle of a totali-'.="a contribution toward realism insofar.- 

8. oieieDPBEsOhsS ORONO. ZQG5ODNORFhe “cult’’.4 
f United, States - ‘intelligence and its - 
Nesedly 10-f6ot-tall powers: promoted - 


2In- one ‘tnstance Cline ‘blithely in-. 
‘forms: us of his part in checking the 


